Toward a Cleaner Future: The Hydrogen Economy FF & Ak}

We all know that fossil fuels are not going to last forever, and we also know they seriously pollute the

environment. However, there is one alternative that is clean and totally renewable: hydrogen.
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It sounds futuristic, but the reality is that in the coming centuries, fuel will be extracted from water. Water
is separated into hydrogen and oxygen through a process called electrolysis. Technically, cars —and pretty

much everything else, for that matter — could run on hydrogen.
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Today, power is mainly used for two things: transport and electricity. The vast majority of world consumers
use fossil fuels to power their cars, trucks, and airplanes. Fossil fuels also generate electricity for light bulbs,
computers, and everything else we plug into an outlet. By tapping into hydrogen, though, we will finally

have a truly clean fuel.
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When fossil fuels are burned, they give off substantial amount of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas.
However, when hydrogen is used, the only exhaust is pure, harmless water. Researchers are trying to find
ways to store hydrogen so that it can be used in fuel cells. Fuel cells act like batteries, except that they

combine hydrogen and air to produce heat and water.
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Hopefully, breakthroughs in technology will help steer the world in the direction of a feasible hydrogen

economy. When that happens, we’ll have a brighter, cleaner future to look forward to.
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—by Joseph Schier


http://baike.baidu.com/view/16728.htm?fromtitle=Electrolysis&type=syn

Vocabulary

extract [1k ° straekt] v. FEHX

generate [ * d3zene ret] v. 774

substantial [seb " steenfel] adj. K&K

feasible [ * fizeb!] adj. #J47

alternative [ol ~ tanativ] n. EF; HLEFRIR (EUMNES

More Information

fossil [~ fas!] fuel [~ fjusl] tbABEEL CankiE. A, RIARE)
futuristic [ fjutfo- ~ 1stik] adj. Kk

electrolysis [1lek * tralesis] n. Ff#/F

transport [ ° treens port] n. &%

outlet [ * aut let] n. YT &2

tap into fH, JFk

give off & ili, ki

carbon dioxide —’H{bH%

look forward to i1

steer [stir] v. #740; 2, HfE

for that matter: 7 L1 5 so far as that is concerned; as for that
majority [me ° dzorstr] n. KZ %

fuel cell #k}Hjth

Answer
1.(D) 2.(B) 3.(C) 4.(E)

5.(A)



